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from   a love  of   practical  work   than   from   the                         |
desire of personal distinction.    From temperament                        ; |
and from  an accurate perception of the varying
feeling of the country, trained by the observation                         |
of a constant volume of information collected by
trustworthy  subordinates,   he  sought   to  steer   a
course which would give him the support of the
moderate men of both parties, and of that large
mass of the people who desire peace and prosperity
without  regard  to  party  fortunes.     A  Whig  in
principle, he was always endeavouring to moderate
the actions of the Tory High-flyers and never to
press harshly on the Nonconformists.    How difficult
and indeed impossible such an ideal of political
conduct was when reduced to practice in such an
age as that  in which   Harley lived, his fortunes
sufficiently show.    How it involved him in double
dealing is equally clear.    And yet it was an object
for which there was much to be said, and which
in other times might not have been impossible of
success.
It has been told how Harley and De Foe became acquainted ; in 1710 the friendship between Harley and Swift began, which was ended only by death. In that year Swift returned from Ireland to the centre of political affairs in London. Dis-                        4
appointed with the Whigs, he arrived in England as the change of Government was in process of completion, anxious to settle once for all the long